
Build an Anti-GEAR Coalition for 
Mass Action against Privatisation 

 

WHO ARE WE AND WHAT IS OUR HISTORY? 
     The APF was founded in July 2000 to unite and build struggle against privatisation. The APF unites 
trade unions, civics, student groups and political organisations. Our aim is to unite these mass 
organisations in a campaign against all manifestations of privatisation and neo-liberalism: 
evictions, electricity and water cut-offs, declining hospitals and schools, and retrenchments.  
 

     The organisations that make up the APF include the Soweto Electricity Crisis Committee (SECC), 
Kathorus Concerned Residents (KCR), Lekoa Vaal Community Forum (LCF), the Inner City Community 
Forum (Johannesburg), KwaThema Unemployed Organisation, Tembisa Concerned Residents’ 
Association (TECRA), Daveyton Concerned Peace Civic (DCPC), SASCO (Wits), Apdusa, Democratic 
Socialist Movement (DSM), Keep Left and Bikisha Media Collective.  
 

     Our aim is to forge community-worker alliances to fight privatisation, and win social justice 
and social services that are democratically controlled by the working class.  
 

WHAT DO WE WANT? 
     Seven years after the democratic elections in 1994, the mass of the working class is sinking ever 
deeper into poverty, misery and hunger.  We need to fight this.  
 

     Our problems as the working class are caused by the government’s strategy of privatisation and 
GEAR. The ANC government adopted GEAR in 1996. GEAR is a capitalist programme that can only 
benefit the few. GEAR is about making the rich richer, and the poor, poorer.  
 

The GEAR plan includes: 
 

 Cutting tax on the big companies so they can make more profit  
 Privatising social services (water, busses etc.) and selling government companies such as 

ESKOM and TELKOM to big business  
 Freezing wages and promoting the use of casual and subcontracted labour 
 Allowing cheap imports that destroy jobs  
 Cutting money for pensions, schools and hospitals while paying the apartheid debt 

 

OUR DEMANDS  
     The APF will therefore be launching a mass action campaign for the following demands: 
 Stop electricity and water privatisation and cut-offs, and write-off all arrears 
 Adequate free electricity and water and affordable rates thereafter   
 Stop evictions, write-off rent arrears and introduce affordable rent control 
 Stop retrenchments 
 Consult and negotiate with workers and communities on service delivery  

 

LINKING TO ORGANISED LABOUR 
     It is important to link our struggles in the communities to the 
struggles of the workers. We support COSATU’s programme of mass 
action. But we need to turn the People’s Summit into an anti-
GEAR summit that develops demands and a programme to unite 
workplace and community struggles against privatisation and 
GEAR. Together we can STOP privatisation and BUILD worker-
community control over basic services.  

Join the APF   
Build Mass Action against 
Privatisation, GEAR, and 

Capitalism  
Smash GEAR 


